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Department of Biology

Course and Instructor Information
Biology 4970F/G: Independent Study in Biology 2023/2024

Course Coordinator: Prof. Greg Thorn, Undergraduate Associate Chair, BGS 3047
(rgthorn@uwo.ca)

Course Assistant:  Beata Malczewski, Undergraduate Program Coordinator, NCB 301D
(bmalcze@uwo.ca)

General Course Information

Independent Study projects should be developed to answer an original question posed
by the student, in consultation with their supervisor. The project may be research based,
literature based, or involve analysis of an existing data set. Emphasis is on acquisition of skills
in technique, analysis, and communication in the process of generating a scientific report.






adjunct faculty member of the Department of Biology, the Advisor must be a regular Faculty
Member of the Department of Biolo






Supervisor
Supervisors can only be faculty members from the Department of Biology.

Supervisors of student projects are expected to:

1. arrange for the appropriate infrastructure and direction for the proposed work,

2. ensure that projects provide sufficient challenge to students, and comply with
expectations established within the Department of Biology,

3. establish weekly or otherwise regular meetings with the student to gauge progress and
provide advice on troubleshooting challenges encountered in the work,

4. evaluate the performance of students for whom they are supervisor,

5. ensure students are aware of course procedures and timetables, and

6. evaluate the oral presentations of the other 4970F/G students in addition to their own.

Advisor

The Advisor is normally a faculty member of the Department of Biology and
assignment of an advisor to a particular project is subject to the approval of the course
coordinator.

Advisors are expected to:
1. review, comment on and evaluate all written material, which includes providing the
student with a written evaluation of their project,
2. indicating the strengths and weaknesses, provide guidance as necessary, and
3. evaluate the oral presentations of the other 4970F/G students in addition to the student
advised.

Course Coordinator/Course Assistant
The Biology 4970F/G independent study course is coordinated by the Biology
Undergraduate Education Committee (BUEC).

The responsibilities of the coordinator/course assistant include, but are not limited to:
1. facilitating the matching of students to supervisors and projects, approval of the advisor,
2. ensuring that all material is submitted, assignment of grades (based on input from the
Supervisor and Advisor),
3. organizing the presentation session, and
4. facilitating student access to appropriate university resources

Methods of Evaluation
Biology 4970F/G students are evaluated according to the following criteria:

Proposal: 20% (evaluated by Advisor)

Progress: 30% (evaluated by Supervisor)

Written Report: 35% (evaluated by Supervisor & Advisor)

Presentation: 15% (evaluated by the Supervisors & Advisors of 4970 projects)

As noted above, all components of this course are required to pass the course

Students are responsible for submitting on OWL an electronic copy (Word) of their final report,
and for supplying their supervisor and advisor with either a hard copy or an electronic copy of
their final report (ask them for their preference).



Written assignments will be submitted to Turnitin (statement in policies below); students will
have 2 submissions to Turnitin prior to the final deadline. Rubrics will be used to evaluate
assessments and will be posted with the instructions.

After an assessment is returned, students should wait 24 hours to digest feedback before
contacting their evaluator; to ensure a timely response, reach out within 7 days.

The table below outlines the University-wide grade descriptors.

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level
A  80-89



Note: missed work can only be excused through the mechanisms above. Being asked not to
attend an in-person course requirement due to potential COVID-19 symptoms is not sufficient
on its own.

Accommodation and Accessibility

Religious Accommodation

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence
from the University or prohibits certain activities, students should request accommodation for
their absence in writing at least two weeks prior to the holiday to the course instructor and/or



plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the



more. Individual support is offered throughout the Fall/Winter terms in the drop-in Learning
Help Centre, and year-round through individual counselling.

Western University is committed to a thriving campus as we deliver our courses in the mixed
model of both virtual and face-to-face formats. We encourage you to check out the Digital
Student Experience website to manage your academics and well-being:
https://www.uwo.ca/se/digital/

Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC, https://westernusc.ca/services/

Table 1. Schedule of Dates for Biology 4970* 202 .

Classes begin:  -D QXD U\
: L Q WRédding Week: JHEUXDU\
Classesend: 8 $SULO
Date Task
By 15 - D Q| Meet with Supervisor to organize project, arrange Advisor (and co-supervisor
or earlier if needed), and start working on research proposal, complete and submit
Project Registration form on OWL if not done yet
By ) H E.| Meeting should be arranged with supervisor and advisor to briefly discuss
project. Complete Project Approval form available on OWL and upload in
your DropBox on OWL
By ) HE | Written research proposals are due for evaluation by the Advisor — also need to
be provided to supervisor and submitted on owl. Guidelines for a Preparing
Biology 4970F/G Research Proposals are available on OWL
Grade by Advisor due by 19 ) H E.
By 0DU K Experimental or research work completed
(the earlier
the better!)
Week of Oral presentation, TBA
$SU.
8 $SU. THESIS DUE. Submit on OWL and provide to advisor and supervisor.
Guidelines for preparing a Biology 4970F/G Thesis are available on
OWL. Grade by advisor and supervisor due 22 $ S U.






